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The Canadian Perspective 
- Potential Abounds 


reating Opportunity, The 

Liberal Plan for Canada 
(the Red Book) sets out a 
comprehensive plan to renew 
the partnership between the 
Government of Canada and 
Aboriginal peoples. The 
Government's commitment 
is to build a new partnership 
with Aboriginal peoples based 
on mutual respect, trust and 
participation in the decision- 
making process. 


groups across Canada. These 
negotiations focus on matters 
that are internal to Aboriginal 
communities; matters that 


Over the last two years, 
governments and Aboriginal 
peoples have made significant 
progress addressing the con- 


Tie are key to Aboriginal cultures, 
cerns of Aboriginal peoples. 


identities, traditions, languages 
' and institutions; and matters 
Steps Toward relating to Aboriginal lands 
Self-Government - and their resources. Negotiations 
n August 1995, the will take place among Aboriginal 


Canadian government groups and the federal and 
launched a process to nego- provincial governments. 


tiate the implementation | oe LIBRARY 


of the inherent right of self- 
government with Aboriginal 
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Restoring Jurisdictions to 
Manitoba First Nations 


In December 1994, the Assembly 
of Manitoba Chiefs and the 
Minister of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Development 
Ronald A. Irwin signed a 
historic agreement. The juris- 
diction and authority for 
activities now carried out 

by the Department of 

Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development (DIAND) and 
other federal departments will 
be restored to First Nations in 
Manitoba. This initiative will 
provide a valuable model for 
restoring jurisdiction to First 
Nations and dismantling 
DIAND across Canada. 


The Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs has selected 10 First 
Nations representatives to 
work on two-year executive 
assignments with the federal 
government in Winnipeg and 
Ottawa to gain insight into 
federal government policies, 
procedures and operational 
activities. First Nations 


Canada 


officials are working alongside 
senior government officials 

in DIAND, Treasury Board 

and Justice Canada. 


First Nation representative 
Joanne Green comes from the 
Fisher River First Nation where 
she worked for Intertribal 
Child and Family Services for 
the past eight years. Over the 
next two years, Green will 
work closely with DIAND's 
Director of Funding Services 
in Manitoba, learning more 
about allocation methodolo- 
gies and practices, and 
accountability procedures. 


Green says that after 120 years 
of federal control of every 
aspect of the lives of First 
Nations peoples, it is very 
important for First Nations 

to run the machinery of gov- 
ernment in their communities. 
One of the most interesting 
parts of Green's new job at 
DIAND is seeing the funding 
issue “from the other side of 
the fence." 


Caring - A Community 
Responsibility 

Manitoba is Canada's leader 
in First Nations controlled and 
operated child and family ser- 
vices agencies. Eight child and 
family services agencies serve 


all 61 First Nations communi- 
ties in the province. One 

such organization is the 

Cree Nation Child and Family 
Caring Agency, which serves 
six First Nations. Opened in 
December 1993, it incorpo- 
rates cultural sensitivity and 
traditional values into child 
and family services care. 


The Agency works in the 
communities of the Swampy 
Cree Tribal Council including 
Chemawawin, Grand Rapids, 
Indian Birch, Mathias Colomb, 
Sapotaweyak and Opaskwayak. 
"We are taking the responsibil- 
ity for caring for our own,” 
says Swampy Cree Grand 

Chief Harold Turner. 


The First Nation Agency works 
closely with Manitoba Family 
Services to ensure appropriate 
Statistical and financial reports 
are produced. The organiza- 
tions jointly review and evalu- 
ate programs and services on 
an ongoing basis. 


A Secure Land and 
Resource Base — 
Progress on Claims 


he resolution of outstand- 
ing land claims is a 
major priority of the federal 
government and Aboriginal 
peoples. To ensure Aboriginal 
communities have a productive 


future, Aboriginal peoples need 
certainty with respect to land 
rights. At the same time, 
studies illustrate that the 
settlement of land claims and 
settlement money often create 
an economic boom and eco- 
nomic spinoffs in neighbouring 
non-Aboriginal communities. 


Treaty Land Entitlement 


Beginning about 120 years 
ago, the Canadian government 
made treaties with First Nations 
in Manitoba so that land could 
be occupied peacefully by 
incoming settlers. One of the 
federal government commit- 
ments under these treaties 
was to confirm reserves for 
First Nations. However, a 
number of First Nations did 
not receive sufficient land 
because of problems in obtain- 
ing an accurate count of band 
members and because of the 
remote location of the com- 
munities. Today, First Nations 
are settling their grievances 
with the federal and provincial 
governments through the 
treaty land entitlement (TLE) 
process. 


Canada, with the participation 
of the province of Manitoba, 
signed several TLE settlements 
with Manitoba First Nations 
over the past two years. 


In March 1994, Canada 
completed TLE settlements 
with the First Nations of 
Garden Hill, Wasagamack, Red 
Sucker Lake, and St. Theresa 
Point. The agreements transfer 
40,470 hectares of provincial 
Crown land to the federal 
Crown to be held in trust for 
the bands. In addition, the 
federal government provided 
$9 million in compensation 

to these four bands. 


In August 1994, a similar TLE 
agreement compensated the 
Long Plain First Nation for 
land it should have received 
when it signed Treaty No. 1 in 
1871. Under the agreement, 
Canada provided $16.5 million 
to the Long Plain First Nation 
to purchase land from willing 
sellers. The Long Plain First 
Nation received cash instead 
of land, owing to a lack of 
provincial Crown land in 
southern Manitoba. 


Similarly, in March 1995, the 
Swan Lake First Nation settled 
its TLE claim in the amount 
of $10.5 million. As well, in 
November 1995, the Roseau 
River First Nation will vote 

on a proposed settlement 

of $12.5 million. At present, 
Canada and Manitoba are 
involved in negotiations with 


19 remaining First Nations that 
have outstanding TLE claims in 
Manitoba. 


Community and 
Economic Development 
Entrepreneurship is 

a Community Affair 


he Opaskwayak Cree 

Nation (OCN) owns seven 
profitable businesses and has 
three more in the development 
stage. 


The First Nation employs 
approximately 250 people 

and the community's payroll 

is growing. ‘We no longer 
believe it is impossible to have 
what other communities in 
Canada take for granted," 

says Chief Francis Flett. 


The First Nation's latest 
venture is Kikiwak Inn, an 
$8-million hotel complex in 
The Pas that includes confer- 
ence and meeting rooms. The 
hotel is scheduled to open its 
doors in August 1996. 


In addition to the jobs 
created, the band is providing 
hospitality training to 70 band 
members so they will be ready 
to work in the hotel when it 
opens. 


Window on the 
World of Business 


In June 1995, the nine First 
Nations of the Southeast 
Resource Development 
Council opened Wasenikan 
Manufacturing Inc., a window 
and door manufacturing plant, 
to supply new windows and 
doors to their communities in 
southeastern Manitoba. 


“In these communities we 
spend $500,000 on windows 
per year for new houses and 
replacements. We thought, 
‘Why not keep these revenues 
within the community and 
create employment,“ said 
Little Black River First Nation 
Chief Frank Abraham. 


The plant employs nine full-time 
Staff and sales are projected to 
reach $1 million in the first 
year of business. The nine 
First Nations in southeastern 
Manitoba include Berens 
River, Bloodvein, Brokenhead 
Ojibway, Buffalo Point, Hollow 
Water, Little Grand Rapids, 
Pauingassi, Poplar River and 
Little Black River. The com- 
munities also jointly own a 
lumberyard. 


Aboriginal Education 
and Training — The Path 
to Empowerment 


Increased Funding for 
Post-Secondary Education 


he federal government 

is working with First 
Nations and Inuit to improve 
educational opportunities 
for Aboriginal peoples. In 
June 1994, the federal gov- 
ernment provided additional 
funding to eliminate the 
backlog of students and allow 
more students to pursue post- 
secondary education. This 
year the federal government 
provided $261 million to 
Aboriginal students under the 
Indian and Inuit Post-Secondary 
Education Program. The overall 
post-secondary education pro- 
gram budget has increased by 
$48 million or 22.5 percent 
since 1993-1994. The Program 
assisted 26,800 post-secondary 
students across Canada — 
3,929 in Manitoba in 
1994-1995. 


Higher education and labour 
participation statistics go 
hand-in-hand. For example, 
less than 35 percent of 
Aboriginal people with less 
than a Grade 9 education are 
part of the Canadian labour 
force. In contrast, 85 percent 
of Aboriginal people with 
some university education 
are employed. 


Community Control 
Being Restored 


First Nations believe that 
education must be based on 
preservation of languages and 
cultures, promotion of values, 
participation of parents and 
elders, and preparation for 
living. 


Under the Education 
Framework Agreement (EFA) 
signed in December 1990, 
First Nations in Manitoba 
are examining how they can 
regain control and manage- 
ment of education. The EFA 
Transition Team has reviewed 
the issue and has submitted 
recommendations on how to 
achieve this goal. 


Bringing Schools Back 
to the Community 


High school students at 
Cross Lake First Nation will 
be attending classes in their 
own community for the first 
time thanks to some creative 
problem-solving by their 
community and federal 
government officials. 


In the past, Cross Lake stu- 
dents who wanted to attend 
high school had to travel hun- 
dreds of miles south and live 
with families in other commu- 
nities during the school year. A 
growing number of teenagers 


meant more students were 
leaving the community to 
attend secondary school. 


In September 1995, Cross Lake 
First Nation began building a 
permanent school with enough 
room to house high school 
students. 


Over the next four years, 

an estimated 193 students 
from Cross Lake will attend 
high school. The Department 
and the First Nation have 
redirected $16.3 million, which 
previously paid for room and 
board expenses, to fund the 
building of a new school. 


On September Lo: 
another important milestone 
was achieved. On this date, 
the last federally administered 
on-reserve school in Manitoba 
was transferred to First 
Nations administration. 


Published under the authority of the 
Honourable Ronald A. Irwin, P.C., M.P., 
Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development 
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